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Club Navigateur 

Since 1996 



Camus Project ς Groundhog River 



Lake Sturgeon are benthic feeders; they keep 
lakes and rivers clean by consuming dead and 
dying organisms and by feeding on other 
organisms that help digest and decompose 
organic debris, thereby helping ecosystem 
maintain stability.  

      Nancy Auer  



August 2002 Adult Transfer 



The Upper Mattagami River re-introduction project in 2002 
marked the first adult lake sturgeon relocation effort in the 
province of Ontario.  

  

Historically, lake sturgeon were found in the stretch of river 
that passes through Timmins with Wawaitin Falls marking the 
ǳǇǇŜǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛǎƘΩǎ ǊŀƴƎŜΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
pollution, log drives and over fishing, these fish were thought 
to have been locally extirpated from the Timmins area. No fish 
had been caught or reported for at least 40 years.  

 

      Charles Hendry 





Mattagami River 
Basin map  



Little Long Head pond  



Since 1990, OPG has conducted annual sturgeon relocation  

programs that captures sturgeon stranded in isolated pools in 
the upper portion of Adam Creek and return them to the Little 
Long Reservoir.  

      

     Marcel Pelchat OPG 



Upper Mattagami Map 



Young of Year ς born June 2006 



Catch & Release since 2010 



Purpose 

Á provide data on population restoration 

Á population estimate  

Á seasonal habitat usage 

Á identify spawning grounds 

Á habitat enhancement 

Á resource stewardship partnership 

Á expand scope to other segments in the province  

2011 Assessing Upper Mattagami Sturgeon Recovery 



Week One Captures 



Week Two Captures 





Week Two Captures 













Potential Spawning Habitat 



Potvin Chutes on the Tatachikapika River 



High Falls on the Grassy River 


