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- Misner Dam during.itélindﬂstrial past. Its original purpose has been .

s‘_fbét for many years. The race-way diverted water to power a mill.
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Lynn River

The Lynn River flows from Simcoe to Port Dover where it empties into Lake Erie. The headwaters consist of Kent Creek and
Patterson Creek. These cold water streams extend to the north and west of Simcoe.
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Edit in Google Map Maker = Report a problem




E — Silver Lake before Misner dam.was;
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Trout Mlgrétlon spnng 2010, following
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Drained portion of Silver Lake Hun eC Of e
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A newly drained Silver Lake, May 2010.




-




SILVER PLACE

A Spectacular Park in the Heart of Port Dover,

Adding Unprecedented Environmental, Economic
and Recreational Value™ lumgnw Port Dover’s Version
of ‘»mnl( y P lrk (u:lrul l’url\ or, Olhu Great Park.
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Misner Recreatlon Area
- Public fishing.
- Wheel chair accessible.

VoA

Silver Place...
- Clear, clean, naturally flowing Lynn River.
- Many kilometers of trails.
- Large, forested spaces.
- Spring & autumn trout migration. Envlm - ‘s A ethlal
. nmen rupomlble
: Public fishing & recreation areas. : o N xmpmvu water quullty for Lake! Erie. / v

Bird, trout and nature watching. ' A 7
2 > by . ey Lt T 1Y ”?’ f-Ecologla!lywndphnforfuhnegulemﬁons,

Fishing, cross-country skiing, running, walking. N AR - 5\* /Potantial trout fishery & tourism with hlgh dollar value.
- Improved wildlife habitat. e Y - En mental & economic ificance beyond i
- Huge extension to Lynn Valley Trail. vlmn e MERCISLE Sron.

- Trail system promoting recreation, fitness and tourism.
- Improved watershed & environment.

2 - Promotes environmental awareness.
- Increased economic & recreation opportunities. Silver Place Gate g - Enriches local education (field trips & athletics).
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REPAIR MISNER DAM & RESTORE (dredge) SILVER LAKE
FRIENDS OF SILVER LAKE: Lions Club, Kinsmen Club, Silver Lake Rowing Club, Local Businesses,
Property Owners, Port Dover Board of Trade, Yacht Club and Harbour Authority. Thousands of dollars raised
and aggresive lobying efforts made with all levels of government.

Supported by: Norfolk County Mayor, councilors and bureaucrats. 1.1 million dollars allocated for repair.

. Local Media biased toward repair & restore effort.
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PRESSING ISSUES

WHY NOT REMOVE THE DAM AND LEAVE THE RIVER AS IT WAS 156 YEARS AGO?

WHAT ARE THE URGENT ISSUES RELATED TO THE LAKE?

156 years ago the area was primarily rural and just being settled. There were no established town
services such as as a recreational marina or commercial fishing industry in the beginning. The
dam that was put in place to power Norfolk Woollen Mill resulted in the formation of a lake that
became known as Silver Lake. It is clear that the town and industries that have evolved over the
years have done so because of the role the Lake played in flood management and silt
management. A whole ecosystem of plant and animal life developed around and within the Lake.

It now offers habitat for endangered species.

Flood Management. Classified as a Zone A flood zone in South-Western Ontario, the lake and
dam have served to protect the community against cyclical flood catastrophes which may only
occur once or twice in any one century. Back in the mid 50’s, Hurricane Hazel dumped 2 1/2 times
the hundred year standard of flood water onto the Lynn Valley watershed. To compound the
hazard, the Lynn River is joined by Black Creek as it approaches its confluence with Lake Erie.
Lake Erie is known for enormous storm surges as strong wind and barometric pressure cause
major elevations of water levels. The boating basins hold an estimated 600 boats of some $24
Million of investment, along with significant marine industry. Flooding would have a major impact
there and in the town adjacent to the harbour. The whole area is at risk if the Dam is
deconstructed. Misner Dam holds back flood waters from the Lynn Valley watershed and is key to

the protection of the lower town and harbour.



Siltation Management: Silver Lake has served as a silt trap for 150 years. While it has reduced
the amount of sedimentation flowing into the harbour below the dam, after 150 years of silt build
up, the silt is close to reaching the point where the dam will no longer impede its flow into the
harbours. Failure to dredge the Lake will leave the area to face a bleak future leaving Port Dover’s
thriving town and harbour industry to the same fate as Port Burwell and Port Stanley and
resulting in a significant reduction in County tourism.

Quality Water Management: The Lynn Valley system has become a prime county utility for
handling waste water from storm sewer pipes that are directed straight into the river from

adjacent residential developments along the Lynn Valley trail. Expansion of the storm sewer piping
has kept pace with new development in the County, and the need for this resource is only
expected to increase as the County prospers.

Invasive Species Prevention: Misner Dam serves to screen out new invasive species in Great
Lake waters moving into the Lynn River system.

Silver Lake is critical to Port Dover’s continuing commercial viability and Norfolk’s vibrant
tourism.
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Drained and recovering portion
-« of Silver Lake.
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Mlsner Dam -

Ownership Undetermmed




